AGENDA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 12, 2021 5:30 P.M.
303 N. 8TH STREET
ORANGE, TEXAS 77630

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Orange
will conduct a meeting scheduled for October 12, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. at 303 N. 8th Street, Orange,
Texas.
The public will be permitted to offer public comments as provided by the agenda and as
permitted by the presiding officer during the meeting.
A recording of the meeting will be made and will be available to the public in accordance with
the Open Meetings Act upon written request.
1.

Call to Order

2.

Minutes
a.

3.

Citizen Comments
a.

4.

Approval of the September 14, 2021 meeting minutes

At this time comments will be taken from the audience on any subject
matter, whether or not that item is on the agenda. All comments are limited
to a maximum three minutes for each speaker. Your comments are
appreciated. As the Texas Open Meetings Act does not allow the Historic
Preservation Commission to respond to items not listed on the agenda,
your comments will be duly noted by the Historic Preservation Commission
and forwarded to the appropriate department for prompt consideration. A
member of the audience that desires to speak during the Historic
Preservation Commission’s consideration of any specific agenda item is
requested to notify City staff prior to the start of the meeting.

Action/Discussion Items
a.

Election of officers
1. Chairman
2. Vice Chairman

b.

Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make repairs
to the primary structure located at 1102 Orange Avenue.
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c.

5.

Consider a recommendation on street signs and entrance signs in the
historic districts.

Adjournment

Texas Penal Code 30.06:
“Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed
handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code
(handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a concealed handgun”
“De conformidad con la Secci n 30.06 del c digo penal (entrada de persona con licencia de
portar o llevar armas de mano oculta), una persona licenciada bajo el subcap tulo H, cap
tulo 411 del c digo de gobierno (ley de licenciaci n para portar o llevar armas de mano) no
se permite entrar en esta propiedad con “ninguna armas de mano oculta”
Texas Penal Code 30.07:
“Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly carried
handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code
(handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried openly”
“De conformidad con la Secci n 30.07 del c digo penal (entrada de una persona con licencia
de portar o llevar armas de mano visible), una persona licenciada bajo el subcap tulo H, cap
tulo 411 del c digo de gobierno (ley de licenciaci n para portar o llevar armas de mano
visible) no se permite entrar en esta propiedad con ninguna “armas de mano visible”
No Firearms Allowed
No se permite ninguna armas de fuego
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 (Rescheduled due to Hurricane Nicholas 9/14/2021)
Special Call Meeting Minutes

Members Present:
Alan Mesecher…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman
Robin Craig-Hunt……………………………………………………………………………………………………… Vice Chair
Kenneth Wheeler …………………………………..……………………………………………………………………Member
Members Absent:
Susan Pennington………………………………..………………………………………………………………………Member
Robert Manning…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Member
Staff Present:
Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning & Community Development
Wendy Lloyd, Planning Secretary
Rita Monson, Grants Planner
City Council Members Present:
None
Chairman Mesecher called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Mesecher asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the August 10, 2021,
meeting
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt motioned to approve
Member Wheeler 2nd
Vote: 3 – 0
Motion Carries
CITIZEN COMMENTS
None
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to enclose the inside
corner of a structure located at 807 Simmons Drive
Mr. Knauf stated this is the Just One More bar on Simmons Drive. There is a little corner as you
can see from the picture there in the southwest corner that is open. Mr. Fred Montgomery is
here, and he would like to enclose that space. The roof would match the rest of the roof. The
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walls would match the rest of the walls. Isn’t that right Mr. Montgomery?
Fred Montgomery – 1122 Irving, Orange, Tx: Mr. Montgomery stated right, R panel. Good
quality. It will house a free standing walk-in cooler. The rest will be storage and office space.
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated is it a patio right now. What is it right now? Mr. Montgomery
stated I’m hard of hearing. Member Wheeler stated it’s just a concrete slab right now. Mr.
Montgomery stated right. We are just going to continue those 2 walls and continue the roof
line. No modifications other than that. Member Wheeler stated it’s strictly for cooler storage.
Mr. Montgomery stated a free standing walk-in cooler, and the rest is storage and office space.
Member Wheeler stated it won’t affect the occupancy. Mr. Montgomery stated oh no. No that
won’t change. I’ve got one little lady, she’s over 70 years old and she works during the day.
They’re stacking those beer cases above her head. We need it bad. Member Wheeler stated
you are using the same metal structure. Mr. Montgomery stated yes, R panel wide, premium.
Member Wheeler stated is it going to be painted to match the color. Mr. Montgomery stated
no, it’s already painted the same thing. It was put in after Rita is what was told to me. That
kind of metal lasts for over 40 years. It’s galvanized plus an aluminum coat and then it’s got a
high quality paint baked onto it. Mr. Knauf stated but it’s the same color as what the rest is.
Mr. Montgomery stated yes. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated it will all match. We want the
outside to match, the new to match the old. Mr. Montgomery stated it will match perfectly. If
somebody showed you a before and after picture, you would have to look several times to see
what the difference would be.
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt motioned to approved COA
Member Wheeler 2nd
Vote: 3 – 0
Motion Carries
Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a house at
1012 Mill Street
Mr. Knauf stated this will be a new house on a vacant lot. It’s not a GLO house. This is just a
small house that the property owner would like to build. We have Ricardo Garcia here who is
the contractor for the project.
Ricardo Garcia – Orange, Tx: Mr. Garcia stated the property actually belongs to Mr. James
Sanders and he’s had a house there for years and rented that house out for many years. But it
was in pretty bad shape after the storms and the renters left and he came in to try to occupy
that home, but it wasn’t livable. So, they had to tear down the home and he needed something
to go into when he came. You can’t bring a mobile structure in there, so he needs to build a
structure. Because he needs to build one, then we need to go ahead and come before you to
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make sure that it complies. It’s a small structure. It’s 12 foot wide and I think 40 foot deep. It’s
a very open floor plan. The only thing that closed is the bathroom. It’s a very simple structure.
It’s already fenced in. We are putting a driveway. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated will it have a
garage. Mr. Garcia stated it will have a covering for a, like a carport that is going to cover the
driveway and then you will have a little porch structure as well right in front of the door. Vice
Chair Craig-Hunt stated is that what this is. Mr. Garcia stated no that’s the back of the
structure. We wanted to put something in the back also. There’s going to be a little concrete
stoop in the back. So that is the back of the structure. We wanted to put a little awning in the
back. Member Wheeler stated what is the elevation there. Is it going to have to be elevated?
Mr. Garcia stated we haven’t got our survey out there yet but if it does happen that it needs to
be elevated then we will put in sand and elevate the floor and do our proper elevations.
Member Wheeler stated all that is changing October 1st. Mr. Garcia stated it didn’t get any
water. It was just the wind that affected it the last couple of storms. Member Wheeler stated
looking at this picture, in the back corner of the plot, is that the old structure or is that another
structure. Mr. Knauf stated that’s the old house. Mr. Garcia stated yes that is gone now. Vice
Chair Craig-Hunt stated so the property to the right is a whole other address. Mr. Garcia stated
that’s another address. That is the only home on that side of the street existing right now.
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated one of things I’m a little concerned about is the carport. We really
try to nix as many carports as we can when we can because carports weren’t part of the
historic. Just so you know the only reason we are here as this body of people is trying to
preserve the historic district of Orange, Texas. That’s our only goal. It’s not to turn people
away. It’s not to be mean but we are trying to preserve the loveliness. If you drive around you
will see some amazing homes and it’s because of this body of people. Mr. Garcia stated we are
on the same side. We want to do the same thing so if the carport isn’t in it, then we will do
away with the carport. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated it’s the design of it. It’s not that you can’
do a carport but we need it to have a sense of elevation like peak. There’s certain guidelines to
a carport so it’s not just or so it doesn’t just look like a pole barn. It needs to have full columns.
Mr. Knauf stated, and I think it has to have a peaked roof. It can’t have a flat roof and match
the architectural style of the main building. Mr. Garcia stated does there have to be a covering
for a vehicle there or can we just do an extension for the porch like a sitting area for the porch
and not do a carport. Member Wheeler stated you have to have an improved driveway. It has
to be concrete so that’s one thing. That gets expensive as you know and then in addition to
that we would have to preapprove your carport design, hopefully gable. It doesn’t necessarily
have to have walls, but we are preferring gable roofs but you’re asking does it even have to
have a garage. Mr. Garcia yes does it even have to have a place where a vehicle has a cover or
is enclosed or can it just be a driveway and then a porch area with covering. Vice Chair CraigHunt stated kind of like a continuation of the roofline that comes out. Mr. Garcia stated it can
be a continuation. We can do it that way or a porta cache. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated which I
think would probably be more fitting but again it has to have the columns. It can’t just be metal
poles. Member Wheeler stated we are trying to avoid the lean-tos on the house. Mr. Garcia
stated something like this with columns on the side. Do you all have the drawing that I sent
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you. Like this is the front of the home. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated oh you are thinking
straight out but that would put the car parking in front. It has to be to the side. Mr. Knauf
stated you would have to completely redesign this to do a port a cache to the side. Vice Chair
Craig-Hunt stated so you are the contractor. Is this from a set of blueprints. Mr. Garcia stated
no. Mr. Sanders is out in North Carolina, and this is just him saying I kind of need a structure
there. Put something together for me so I can pull permits and let’s start building. Vice Chair
Craig-Hunt stated but is the intention to move back. Mr. Garcia stated yes his intention is to
move back. He is an elderly man. Member Wheeler stated well I like the design of the
structure as it is. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated I would put more windows. Member Wheeler
stated yeah I like that but if you’re deciding to add a carport. Mr. Garcia stated let’s assume
that we are not going to do a carport, just a porch on the front. Member Wheeler stated but if
you’re going to pour a driveway, you can go ahead and pour to the side. Mr. Garcia stated yes
with a porch on the front with a walkway attached. Would that be okay? Mr. Knauf stated and
then maybe come back later for a carport at the end of the driveway. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt
stated yeah where were you putting a carport because this is another situation that we have.
People come with these drawings and they’re not accurate and we have this verbal back and
forth and we hear what you’re saying but it’s not on paper so when you leave here no matter
how the wind blows you could do whatever you want, and we have no recourse. We kind of
need to know where you want the carport to see it. Mr. Garcia stated this is why I responded
that way. When you asked if I was going to do a garage, that caught me by surprise, and we
weren’t going to do a garage. The fact is, is this gentleman if very strapped for money that he
wants to spend so any additional structure he’s just not going to be able to do that. The only
response is that if it needed a garage is that we could do a carport, but it is not on the plans.
It’s not something we had planned. Mr. Knauf stated but in the future if they were ever to
want a carport, they would have to come back before us. Mr. Garcia stated yeah, and I didn’t
know about the driveway on the side. Member Wheeler stated I’m just wondering is there
enough room. Mr. Garcia stated well the structure is going to be a 12 foot structure and the
area of the land is pretty big so we can scoot that structure over and absolutely add a 20 foot
drive on the side.
Chairman Mesecher stated have you decided where you’re going to position this on the lot.
Mr. Garcia stated as of right now, I only put it in the center of the lot but I’m thinking it might
be best over to the left of the lot away from the other structure so that we can put that
driveway.
Member Wheeler stated what kind of siding. We don’t particularly want vinyl siding. Mr.
Garcia stated we aren’t going to do vinyl siding. We are doing either a hardy board or a smart
board type of siding to try and keep some of the. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated he really only
wants those 2 windows. Mr. Garcia stated I told him he just had to have points of egress.
Member Wheeler stated this is a non-mobile mobile home. Mr. Garcia stated I think I’m going
to add another one in the kitchen whether he likes it or not. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated I
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think you should. Mr. Garcia stated I will redo the plans to show the driveway on the side and
we will get a placement as far as where he wants it and I’ll update the plans if that’s ok with you
guys.
Mr. Knauf stated, and it is going to be white with black trim. Mr. Garcia stated yes. Vice Chair
Craig-Hunt stated and the roof? Mr. Garcia stated the roof is going to be shingled, 4 ½ pitch.
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated color? Mr. Garcia stated it’s probably going to be either a charcoal
color a black color or weathered wood gray color.
Member Wheeler motioned to approved COA as designed
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt 2nd
Vote: 3 – 0
Motion Carries
Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a patio cover
on a structure at 612 W. Orange Avenue
Mr. Knauf stated Judge Pennington has applied to build a patio cover in the backyard.
Jerry Pennington – 612 Orange, Orange, Tx: Mr. Pennington stated the cover comes out from
the half of the back of the garage to the end of the concrete patio and it’s only going to cover
about 2/3 of the garage from about the left of the garage door to the end of the garage. The
manufacturer says it rated up to 120 mph wind so it’s pretty heavily built. The roof is 4 inch
Styrofoam sheathed and pretty heavy gauge aluminum and it will fit into the eave on the
eyebrow window there and come out at a downward slope. My front porch has white columns
in it from way back when and then about 20 years ago I built a gazebo from where this picture
was taken, and I put white columns on it to mimic the porch. So, this will have 3 white columns
that will fit in. It’s also not really visible anywhere from the street. So, I think it’s well I won’t
say hurricane proof but if their specs are correct it’s not going to blow down. I have a ceiling
fan and we’re going to paint so it will be colors that will be similar to the house, the sand or tan
color. I didn’t realize until we started planning it but the house right behind us, Mr. Manning
built a little woodshop some years ago and he has almost exactly the same thing coming from
the back of his house to his woodshop, so it looks pretty good.
Member Wheeler stated so it’s going to be wired with ceiling fans and lights. What about a
heater? Mr. Pennington stated no heater. It’s going to look really good and that way I can cook
and not get rained upon.
Member Wheeler motioned to approved COA
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt 2nd
Vote: 3 – 0
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Motion Carries
Consider a finding of no historical significance for structures at the following
addresses:
• 1011 14th Street
• 104 Dahlia Street
• 511 Decatur Avenue
• 5 Inwood Circle B
• 202 Lakeside Drive
• 406 Market Street
• 105 Morrell Avenue
Ms. Monson presented power point presentation:
1011 14th Street – age unknown, open to predation, back portion has internal wall missing
Mr. Knauf stated part of the roof is missing.
104 Dahlia Street – 76 years old, open to predation and vagrancy, severe roof damage, recently
caught fire.
511 Decatur Avenue – open to predation and vagrancy, age I think 65 years old, structure has
burn damage, no front door, front porch falling down.
5 Inwood Circle B – 66 years old, open to vagrancy and predation, large tree fell on structure
causing major damage throughout, walls are falling, major holes in roof
202 Lakeside – 81 years old, open to vagrancy and predation, broken windows, roof damage.
Member Wheeler stated is there any kind of history on that. Ms. Monson stated not that I’m
aware of. Member Wheeler stated I thought it was a ranch house at one time.
406 Market – 116 years old, open to predation and vagrancy, back portion of structure caving
in.
Ms. Monson stated a lot of these we weren’t able to get the backside pictures due to the grass
or a fence or something and we just aren’t able to take a picture of the back.
105 Morrell – 80 years old, open to predation and vagrancy, large tree on structure that has
caused large amounts of structural damage.
Mr. Knauf stated all of these have been before a hearing and have been ordered demolished.
Ms. Monson stated yes. Mr. Knauf stated so now it’s just up to the commission to determine
whether or not any of them have any historical values since they would all be torn down. We
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anticipate using the CDBG funds. That may change to general fund but right now the
anticipation is to use Community Development Block Grant funds.
Chairman Mesecher asked for a motion
Member Wheeler motioned to approve finding no historical significance to properties
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt 2nd
Vote: 3 – 0
Motion Carries
Consider a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish a structure located at 1011 14 th
Street
Chairman Mesecher asked for a motion
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt motioned to approve COA to demolish
Member Wheeler 2nd
Vote: 3 – 0
Motion Carries
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt motioned to adjourn
Member Wheeler 2nd
Chairman Mesecher adjourned the meeting at 6:11 p.m.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider the election of a Chairman

Date:

October 1, 2021

Section 3A of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules of Procedure requires that the Chairman of the
Historic Preservation Commission shall be elected at the first meeting after October 1st of each calendar
year and as the position becomes vacant.
The Commission will need to elect a Chairman.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider the election of a Vice-Chairman

Date:

October 1, 2021

Section 3B of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules of Procedure requires that the Vice-Chairman
of the Historic Preservation Commission shall be elected at the first meeting after October 1st of each
calendar year and as the position becomes vacant.
The Commission will need to elect a Vice-Chairman.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness make repairs to the
primary structure located at 1102 Orange Avenue

Date:

October 1, 2021

Attached is an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove and replace the rotten

wood on the outside of the house at 906 15th Street. The owner is also requesting to replace the
front door and paint the repaired areas on the outside of the house to match the existing color. This
property is located in the Old Orange Historic District.

Included in your agenda packet are an application, an aerial photo of the property and a ground
photo of the property.
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1102 Orange Avenue
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1102 Orange Avenue
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider and take possible action on street signage and entrance signs for the
historic districts

Date:

October 1, 2021

The Public Works Department has created a mockup of a change in the street signs in the historic
districts. The change would be to change the current “flower” graphic to an “orange” graphic. A picture
of the mockup is included in your agenda packet. If the Commission approves this change, the Public
Works Department will replace the existing street signs as they become damaged or deteriorated rather
than replacing all of the street signs at once, due to cost.
Also, the new City budget includes funds to install entrance signs to the historic districts. The signs are
approximately $125.00 each (including poles and hardware) and the total budget is $3,500, which would
allow for 28 entrance signs to be installed. The entrance signs would need to be installed in City rightsof-ways or easements. The purpose of the entrance signs would help identify the historic districts and
remind people that they are in a historic district. The Commission will need to discuss and possibly
decide on the design of the signs and the location of the signs. Included in your agenda packet are
examples of historic district signs and a map showing possible locations for the signs.
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Historic District Signs
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Historic District Sign Locations
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