AGENDA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 8, 2022 6:00 P.M.
303 N. 8TH STREET
ORANGE, TEXAS 77630

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Orange
will conduct a meeting scheduled for November 8, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. at 303 N. 8th Street,
Orange, Texas.
The public will be permitted to offer public comments as provided by the agenda and as
permitted by the presiding officer during the meeting.
A recording of the meeting will be made and will be available to the public in accordance with
the Open Meetings Act upon written request.
1.

Call to Order

2.

Minutes
a.

3.

Citizen Comments
a.

4.

Approval of the October 11, 2022 meeting minutes

At this time comments will be taken from the audience on any subject
matter, whether or not that item is on the agenda. All comments are limited
to a maximum three minutes for each speaker. Your comments are
appreciated. As the Texas Open Meetings Act does not allow the Historic
Preservation Commission to respond to items not listed on the agenda,
your comments will be duly noted by the Historic Preservation Commission
and forwarded to the appropriate department for prompt consideration. A
member of the audience that desires to speak during the Historic
Preservation Commission’s consideration of any specific agenda item is
requested to notify City staff prior to the start of the meeting.

Action/Discussion Items
a.

Election of a chairman

b.

Election of a vice-chairman

c.

Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Dorsey
Robinson to demolish a structure and build a new structure located at 811
John Avenue.
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5.

d.

Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Ricky
Childress to demolish an accessory structure located at 601 Park Avenue.

e.

Consider a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission and
City Council concerning an amendment to the Code of Ordinances Chapter
12 “Planning and Zoning” Section 12.303 “Historic Preservation
Commission” concerning the number of members, the purpose, and duties
of the Historic Preservation Commission.

f.

Consider a Christmas card promotion campaign for the historic districts.

Adjournment

Texas Penal Code 30.06:
“Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed
handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code
(handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a concealed handgun”
“De conformidad con la Secci n 30.06 del c digo penal (entrada de persona con licencia de
portar o llevar armas de mano oculta), una persona licenciada bajo el subcap tulo H, cap
tulo 411 del c digo de gobierno (ley de licenciaci n para portar o llevar armas de mano) no
se permite entrar en esta propiedad con “ninguna armas de mano oculta”
Texas Penal Code 30.07:
“Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly carried
handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code
(handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried openly”
“De conformidad con la Secci n 30.07 del c digo penal (entrada de una persona con licencia
de portar o llevar armas de mano visible), una persona licenciada bajo el subcap tulo H, cap
tulo 411 del c digo de gobierno (ley de licenciaci n para portar o llevar armas de mano
visible) no se permite entrar en esta propiedad con ninguna “armas de mano visible”
No Firearms Allowed
No se permite ninguna armas de fuego
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 11, 2022
Meeting Minutes

Members Present:
Robin Craig-Hunt………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Vice Chair
Robert Manning…………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Member
Susan Pennington…………………………...……………………………..……………………………………………………………………… Member
Kenneth Wheeler…………………………………………………………………….……………………………...………………………………Member
Members Absent:
Alan Mesecher………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………….Chairman
Staff Present:
Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning & Community Development
Wendy Lloyd, Planning Secretary
Divon Williams, Planning Intern
City Council Members Present:
None
Chairman Mesecher called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the September 13, 2022, regular meeting
Member Pennington motioned
Member Wheeler 2nd
Vote: 4 – 0
Motion Carries
CITIZEN COMMENTS
None
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS
Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Leaza Greenroad-Ford to demolish
the primary structure located at 1108 W. Cherry Avenue
Mr. Knauf stated Ms. Greenroad-Ford actually owns the house next to 1108 W. Cherry Avenue and owns 1108
W. Cherry Avenue as well. This is a house that has had several structural problems with it. It isn’t on our
substandard building list but it’s one that she would like to tear down. Then, her ultimate plan is to combine the
lot that her house is on with this lot and combine it into one lot because under the city zoning ordinance you
can’t have 2 primary structures on the same lot. So, she cannot combine the lots unless one of the structures
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are torn down and then she could proceed with the lot consolidation.
Leaza Greenroad-Ford – 1106 W. Cherry, Orange, TX: Ms. Greenroad-Ford stated the house is not a historic
landmark. It’s less than 80 years old. It has had multiple structural issues with termites and then they haven’t
taken care of it. It was a rent house for a lot of years. You can see daylight through in between the walls and
the floors. Originally when I purchased it, I had originally bought it because I was going to try to save it and
move it to the back of the property but the salvage of it is way too big of an undertaking and everybody that I
talked to you can see the yard right out there. I talked to a couple of house movers and they said it couldn’t be
moved, that it wouldn’t stay together. It’s 29x29 square is how big the house is. So, it’s not significant but none
of them would guarantee that if they picked it up that it wouldn’t fall apart. A lot of the structural damage is
underneath and in the walls and obviously the ceilings. I did have the ceiling tiles tested to make sure that they
were not asbestos. I sent you the testing form as well. My house is 1106 W. Cherry and the house was originally
built at 9th and Elm or 9th and Pine, I’m not sure in 1879 and then in 1920 when the city was annexed it was
moved to 10th and Cherry. When they set it down, she’s kind of crooked so the front part of the house sits 3
foot over the easement and then the back part of the house is just and this has kind of been the issue and
tension with the previous owner for many, many years. There was a giant red oak tree that was eating my
house and went through a whole to-do with that with the chimney. I’ve seen you all one other time with this
house. Anyway, the deed for this house, this happened in the mid 1920’s and they figured out when they
started to annex that the house is not squarely on the lot. But it was a dollar and it had the right to sit there as
long as nothing ever happened to it. If it burned down or blew down or whatever and it was rebuilt, then it had
to be back on its easement but it did have the legal right to sit there. Me and the previous owner argued and
argued for many years. So, I paid way too much for this lot but it when it became available for sale to avoid
future whatever about the property if I own both lots and they become one lot, the house sits there and it’s not
longer an issue. On that side of the road each lot would be a quarter acre. There’s 3 houses there that would
each be. The corner house there at 10th & Cherry, 1106 & 1108 if we are able to combine those and then the
one right next to it by the railroad track. The want is to demo the house and then just extend my fence line.
There’s a slab on the back in one of those pictures and possible Cajun kitchen in the future. I had looked at tiny
houses and all this other to do to put on the back part of the property but those tiny houses do not come with a
tiny price tag.
Member Manning stated so your residence is the one closest to 10th. Ms. Greenroad-Ford stated yes, it’s 1106.
Member Manning stated I don’t have any opposition to this. It certainly is an eyesore. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt
stated I don’t have a problem with it and it would make that whole street more balanced too. Mr. Knauf stated
yes because those houses are crammed in there pretty tight. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated is the slab coming up
or no. Ms. Greenroad-Ford stated no. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated so you are keeping the slab. Ms. GreenroadFord stated the house is pier and beam but the slab was added sometime in the 80’s I think. It was like maybe a
sunporch but it was falling down. That was one of the structures that wasn’t safe and we had to tear that part
down. It had a lot of damage from Ike. I’m sorry not Ike but after Laura. Member Pennington stated you can
just say a hurricane. Ms. Greenroad-Ford stated we had a lot of hurricane damage so we had to tear that part of
it down. So, I want to move the fence over and then do a Cajun kitchen, kind of an outdoor area on that side.
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Member Manning m motioned to approve
Member Pennington 2nd
Vote: 4 – 0
Motion Carries
Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Elizabeth Campbell to demolish the
primary structure at 1010 6th Street
Mr. Knauf stated Ms. Campbell is the owner of this property. This is property that I think you inherited is that
right. Ms. Campbell stated yes. Mr. Knauf stated there are pictures in your packet of the property.
Elizabeth Campbell – 4314 Pinemont, Orange, TX: Ms. Campbell stated what has happened is that we were
notified by the insurance company that they were not going to renew our insurance on the property due to the
structure of the property and the damage that has happened to the property. Underneath it always had a water
issue. It didn’t have proper drainage and so the water whenever a flood came would sit there longer than it
should have which caused the beams underneath to start shifting. So, we called out a private person to come
out and tell us what we were looking at to remodel the house or not. He said that because of the status of the
beams, that the house is not going to stay up much longer. They’ve shifted off the covering of the beam and he
said it’s just barely sitting there. He suggested that get it down and have it demolished because you won’t be
able to build back because the water sits and there’s mold under the house that we weren’t aware of until we
had the inspection done. That mold is because of the water and moisture that has sit there. Mr. Knauf stated so
you can’t even elevate it because you would have to replace the piers and beams and everything underneath.
Ms. Campbell stated no and in the front bedroom the floor is already moving away from the wall. It would cost
too much to try and it’s not even valued enough to be able to spend that kind of money to redo the outside of
the house and the backside where it’s already eaten up by termites. We were not aware of that because we get
the yard cut so when he showed us what the back of the house looked like, he said you would have to redo this
whole back side. What we’re doing is we made a decision that’s probably better to go ahead and tear it down,
maintain the land by mowing it and keeping it cut and everything and in the future if we decide to build
something else there, we will. But right now, we just can’t put money into it. I don’t know if you can see the
front of the house but you can see where that mold is already on the front side too and right where that porch
was built underneath is where most of that moisture stays because our neighbor on the right side, she built her
land up but we never did anything with our land so that’s why the water just kept coming into it.
Member Manning stated is that brick on the front, is that original to the house. Ms. Campbell stated my dad put
that on there. Member Manning stated so that was put on to it because I don’t see any vents. Ms. Campbell
stated and you know that’s the problem, they didn’t vent the house properly when they did all that remodeling.
Member Wheeler stated in your demo process are you going to demo the slab and the concrete as well. Ms.
Campbell stated that porch that is built there is not on a slab. The way that they built it, they built it as a porch
and decorated the top as a façade. It’s not a slab but all that is going to come down and that carport and
everything is going to go. Like I said we are going to spread it out and have loads of dirt brought in and spread it
out and then we’re going to maintain it. Vice Chair Craig-Hunt stated and you’ll be taking up the sidewalk. Ms.
Campbell stated now you know I didn’t talk to him about that. I didn’t even think about it but that’s probably
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going to come up too because I can’t see us leaving that there. Our goal is to make it look nice in the
neighborhood and keep it well cut and maintained.
Member Manning motioned to approve
Member Wheeler motioned to amend that to include the removal of the sidewalk
Vice Chair Craig-Hunt 2nd
Vote: 4 – 0
Motion Carries
Member Pennington motioned to adjourn
Member Manning 2nd
Chairman Mesecher adjourned the meeting at 6:16 p.m.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider the election of a Chairman

Date:

November 1, 2022

Section 3A of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules of Procedure requires that the Chairman of the
Historic Preservation Commission shall be elected at the first meeting after October 1st of each calendar
year and as the position becomes vacant.
The Commission will need to elect a Chairman.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider the election of a Vice-Chairman

Date:

November 1, 2022

Section 3B of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules of Procedure requires that the Vice-Chairman
of the Historic Preservation Commission shall be elected at the first meeting after October 1st of each
calendar year and as the position becomes vacant.
The Commission will need to elect a Vice-Chairman.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Dorsey Robinson
to demolish a structure and build a new structure located at 811 John Avenue

Date:

November 1, 2022

Attached is an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Dorsey Robinson to demolish

a structure and build a new structure at 811 John Avenue. Previously, the Historic Preservation
Commission had approved demolishing another structure on the property and remodeling the
remaining structure. The owner, Dorsey Robinson, has decided that it is not economical to remodel
the remaining structure and is requesting approval for demolition of the structure.

Mr. Robinson is also requesting approval to construct a new building on the site. The new building
would be apartment units, which the zoning on the property allows. Included in your agenda packet
is an aerial photo of the property, a ground photo of the property and schematics of the proposed
building.
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811 John Avenue

Page 11 of 24

811 John Avenue
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Ricky Childress
to demolish a structure located at 601 Park Avenue

Date:

November 1, 2022

Attached is an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness from Ricky Childress to demolish

the accessory building located at 601 Park Avenue. Mr. Childress operates a limousine service and
the accessory building is not constructed for use as a garage and it also has suffered hurricane
damage. Mr. Childress desires to demolish the accessory structure and later construct a structure
that will cover the limousine.

Included in your agenda packet is an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, an aerial
photo of the property, and a ground photo of the accessory structure.
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601 Park Avenue
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601 Park Avenue
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City
Council concerning an amendment to the Code of Ordinances Chapter 12 “Planning
and Zoning” Section 12.303 “Historic Preservation Commission” concerning the
number of members, the purpose, and duties of the Historic Commission

Date:

November 1, 2022

The Code of Ordinances Chapter 12 Section 12.303 reads as follows:

Sec. 12.303 - Historic Preservation Commission
(a) Historic Preservation Commission Creation. The Historic Preservation Commission is
established with the adoption of this article.
(b) Historic Preservation Commission Members Qualifications. Members of the historic
preservation commission shall be residents and qualified voters of the City of Orange. To the
extent possible, they shall show interest and knowledge in the historic character of Orange.
(c) Historic Preservation Commission Members Appointment. The historic preservation
commission consists of five (5) members. The members of the historic preservation
commission shall be appointed by the city council for terms of two (2) years, or until their
successors are appointed. Terms begin on the date of appointment. Three (3) members of the
historic preservation commission shall be appointed in every even-numbered year, and two (2)
members shall be appointed in every odd-numbered year. Vacancies in an unexpired term shall
be appointed by the city council for the remainder of the term. The historic preservation
commission shall elect a chairman from among its membership.
(d) Historic Preservation Commission Meetings and Quorum. The City of Orange Historic
Preservation Commission shall meet not less than once a month unless a meeting is not
necessary. In such case, a cancellation notice will be posted. All meetings are open to the
public and shall follow the regulations of the Texas Open Meetings Law. Public input which
relates to the duties of the commission and any historic information on Orange shall be
encouraged at all meetings.
Three (3) members of the commission shall constitute a quorum of the five (5) historic
preservation commission members.
(e) Rules of Operating the Historic Preservation Commission. The historic preservation
commission shall, subject to the approval of the city council, make such rules and regulations
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and adopt such bylaws for its own government and for persons appearing before such body, as
it may deem proper.
(f) Purpose and Duties of the Historic Preservation Commission. The historic preservation
commission shall:
(1) Promote the historic features of Orange to residents of Orange County;
(2) Serve as a partner to agencies, such as the Chamber of Commerce and State of Texas
Tourist Bureau, to attract visitors to Orange by promoting its historic features;
(3) Disseminate information to owners of historic landmarks and owners of property within
historic districts, about the preservation and enhancement of historic landmarks, as necessary;
(4) Disseminate information to the public concerning the preservation and enhancement of
historic landmarks;
(5) Review building plans with applicants anticipating new construction in designated historic
districts or applicants anticipating new construction on existing historic landmarks;
(6) Maintain a list and map of historic landmarks and historic districts which have been
designated as such by the city council;
(7) Conduct research, as necessary, on the historic features of the city;
(8) Make recommendations on potential historic landmarks to the city council;
(9) Consider landmark improvement plans which are submitted to the commission by the
director of planning and community development; and
(10) Meet with the city council no less than once a year to provide information on the actions
and proceedings of the commission throughout the preceding year.
Procedures for designating and changing historic landmarks and historic districts are described
in Section 12.306 of this article.
(Ordinance 1997-19, adopted 8/26/97)

The Commission will discuss a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission and
City Council concerning the number of members, the purpose, and duties if the Commission.
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MEMORANDUM

To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members

From:

Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development

Subject:

Consider a Christmas card campaign for the historic districts

Date:

November 1, 2022

The Historic Preservation Commission will discuss a campaign to encourage property owners in the historic
districts to embark upon a Christmas card campaign. Under this proposal, property owners would create
Christmas cards on plywood or other material and place them in their front yard.
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