
City of Orange Code Enforcement Procedure 

Inspect property due 

to either observa�on 

or complaint 

If high grass or weeds, li�er or 

junk accumula�on, or            

sustandard building, research 

property records to determine 

legal property owner and/or 

tenant. 

Wait 7-10 days from receipt of le�er  and 

check property 

If cita�on is issued or hearing 

scheduled, case filed in munici-

pal court.   

Owner /tenant pleads guilty or 

no  contest 

Judge/Hearing Officer renders 

decision and assesses fine, if 

any 

Owner /tenant pleads not 

guilty 
Trial by judge or jury 

Owner /tenant found not 

guilty 

Owner /tenant found guilty 

and fine, if any, assessed 

Compliance obtained 

Property s�ll not brought into compli-

ance 

City  takes bids/

quotes for removing 

the viola�on(s) and 

awards contract if 

funds are available 

Contractor removes 

viola�on(s) and bills 

City for the project 

Send wri�en le�er to property 

owner /tenant by  mail no�fy-

ing them of viola�on. 

Imminent threat to 

health and safety 

Document and photograph immediately, a�empt to gain compliance, 

post no�ce on the property, send le�er immediately to property owner.  

If life threatening, consult with City A�orney and possibly call emergency 

mee�ng of the City Council 

Code Enforcement Officer pro-

vides City A�orney with copy 

of  file 

If compliance obtained, 

close file 

Close file 

If junk vehicle, tag vehicle and 

send le�er giving 30 days to 

come into compliance. 

If vehicle not brought into com-

pliance or removed from the 

city on due date, obtain       

warrant from municipal court 

judge, and call the towing com-

pany to have vehicle towed. 

If no response or noncompli-

ance: 

 If it is a vacant lot with high 

grass and/or weeds, put on 

list for contractor to mow. 

 If it is a substandard building, 

schedule for a hearing 

 If it is another viola�on, issue 

cita�on 

 If property owner working on 

compliance, give more �me 

City assesses lien 

and files lien at 

County Clerk’s Office 

Compliance obtained, close file Compliance obtained, close file 

Compliance obtained, close file 

Property mowed and     

contractor bills City 

Compliance obtained, 

close file 

Property not in viola�on, close 

file 

Document and photograph     

viola�on(s) 

Property sits and waits un�l funds 

become available to  remove      

viola�on(s) 

City bills owner cost of project and        

administra�ve fee 

Property owner pays 

the City 

Property owner does 

not pay the City 

Lien and interest not 

paid off 

Lien and interest 

paid off 

Close file 

Compliance obtained 

City sends bill to property 

owner 

Case placed on Municipal 

Court/Hearing Officer docket 

and arrangement/hearing 

conducted 

Close file 

Close file 

Lien and interest ac-

crues 

If substandard bldg. in a historic 

district, must have COA approved 

to demolish 

If substandard buildings within 600 

feet of each other, cannot be demol-

ished in same calendar year 

IF CDBG funds used, requires an  

environmental review report 


